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So far as the Andhra Ratna 5s concerned, what are his
claims for our consideration and remembrance by posterity ?
In answer to this question, I shall posit some criteria concern-
ing the weal of the Nation, and leave it to the readers them-
selves to judge, in the light of the facts mentioned in each
case and the circumstances detailed in the pages that follow,
Thus :

1. It is generally agreed that the present education in
the country is unnational, if not degenerate, and that a
system of e National Education5 is urgently needed here. Of
all our recent thinkers, next to Swami Vivekananda, it was the
Andhra Ratna who put his mind into the subject, and gave us
a scheme f Chapter vn ), which, along with the rest of them, is
worthy of consideration by those at the helm of our educa-
tional affairs in the country.

2 Gopalakrishnayya's Chirala-Perala was easily the best
organised campaign of * non-violent resistance' against a
* Satanic Government * in those days; and as the great S. Sreeni-
vasa lyengar once remarked, * As between Bardoli and Ghirala,
the former was more fortunate* * And as the hero of such
a campaign, the Andhra Ratna is legitimately entitled to our
homage.

3.    There is an  aspect of this   Ghirala   campaign   which
bears to be recalled.    Chirala-Perala, no doubt, was a Municipal
affair; but in Gopalakrishnayya's hands, it  became  a political
battk par excellence.    And the essence of his  contribution, it
will be seen, was as an experiment in running a Parallel Govern-
ment which was a vital need for a nation struggling to be free,
but its lessons,  alas! were mostly lost  upon the country*    No
wonder that, after the failure of the   * Quit India*   in  1942,
our distinguished countryman, Sree Jai Prakash Narain, bemoaned
that the movement had failed because  there was no   Parallel
Government in  the country*    What a wisdom after the event!

4,    In regard to the designation of our Swarpj as * Rai^
Rajya, * Gopalakrishuayya was easily the preceptor, and Qandhiji
the adopter.